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ABSTRACT 

This research was intended to find out factor do mostly affecting students‟ low motivation 
in English speaking at State Islamic Senior High School Kota Solok. Descriptive quantitative method 
was used in this research. Respondents of this research were 46 of 206 students‟ of the eleventh 
grade MAN Kota Solok respondents were taken by Simple random sampling technique. 
Questionnaire was the instrument of this research. The data analyzed by using percentage of 
questionnaire to compute the data. The result of the data analysis showed that the internal factors 
were affected by fear of making mistakes 8.80%, anxiety 10.30%, lack of confidence 13.26%. 
External factors friends 5.52%, parents 7.5%, and the environment 7.58%.Based on the two internal 
12% and external factors 8%, internal factors mostly affected the students‟ low motivation in 
speaking English. It can be concluded that internal factor affecting students‟ low motivation in 
speaking was lack confidence and external factor affecting students‟ low motivation in speaking 
was environment. Internal factors mostly affected the students‟ low motivation in speaking English. 
It implies that English teacher should create an interactive learning method to make students 
confident in learning speaking 

Keyword : Affect, students low motivation, speaking skill 

 
A. INTRODUCTION 

Speaking is one of four English skills should be mastered by the students in 

learning English. By mastering speaking skill, students can express their ideas, feelings, 

desire in English class. It is also used by people almost every time to interact with 

others. Therefore,it is an essential skill to be learned by students in learning English. In 

addition, through speaking, they can express meanings so that peoples can make senses 

of them” 

Actually to get successful in learning speaking, students should be at the situation 

in which they are willing to speak in English. Besides, students also should have strength 

from inside to speak up. In other words, many factors affect students in learning speaking. 

One of factors affects students in learning speaking is motivation. Nunan as cited in 

juhanna state that motivation is important to notice in that it can affect student reluctance 

to speak in English. in this case motivation is the key consideration in determining in 

preparedness  of learners to communicate. 
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Motivation can lead someone to act. In fact, motivated students will do everything 

which supports their performance. They will do the best way to get the best result so 

students with high motivation will get good score in speaking and students with low 

motivation will get low score in speaking.  

Some researchers had done a research about students’ motivation and its affect to 

students speaking.  Hong Tuan had done a research about students’ motivation at Le Hien, 

Vietnam. he found that there were a variety of factors that affected students speaking 

performance a majority of teacher said that the students speaking performance was 

affected by topical knowledge. The next two important factors mentioned were listening 

ability and motivation to speak. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher conducted preliminary research 

at the students of MAN Kota Solok. The data were obtained by interviewing the English 

teacher on 24 March 2022. The teacher said that while teacher was explaining the 

material, most of the students were not active in the classroom and they just kept silent 

when the teacher instructed them to response. it can be concluded that most of students 

got low score in speaking. The result of data interview with the English teacher and 

students record, it was found that one of factor made them unable to speak English was 

motivation. This research is conducted in order to find out the factor affecting the 

students low motivation to speak at State Islamic Senior High School Kota Solok. 

This research focused on factors affecting students’ low motivation in English 

speaking at class XI of State Islamic Senior High School Kota Solok. Based on the statement 

above, the formulation of the problem can be formulated “What factors mostly affecting 

students low motivation in English speaking at State Islamic Senior High School Kota 

Solok?”. The purpose of the study as To find out factor mostly affecting students low 

motivation in English speaking at State Islamic Senior High School Kota Solok. 

 

B. RESEARCH METHOD 

The type of approach in this research was quantitative approach because there is 

no treatment and experiment in this study. The data from this research will be obtained 

from the respondents themselves.descriptive statistical research in this study is to see, 

review and describe in numbers about the object as it is and draw conclusions about it 

according to the phenomena that appear at the time the research was carried out. 

The location of this research was conducted in MAN Kota Solok, this research 

conducted online because the Covid-19 pandemic do not allow the researcher to go 

directly to the field and the subjects of this study are twelfth-grade students at State 

Islamic Senior High School Kota Solok. In collecting the data, the researcher made 
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questionnaires in the form of Google Forms and distributed through students' Whatsapp 

groups.  

The students at Class XI at Islamic Senior High School (MAN) Kota Solok were the 

respondents of this research. There were 206 students’ at grade 11th in Islamic Senior High School 

Kota Solok.In selecting the respondents, it was used Arikunto’s theory. He states  if the 

respondents are more than 100 subjects, required the sample for at last 10%-15% or 20%-25% 

of the respondents. The respondents of this research were taken only 23%. 

In analyzing that research, the researcher used likert scale. Likert scale is a scale can be 

used to measure attitude, opinion or perception of the person aboutcertain object or 

phenomenon. The instrument has alternative options based on likert scale: Always, often, 

sometimes, rarely, never. 

Likert Scale  

No Alternative answer Scale 

1.  Always 5 

2.  Often 4 

3.  Sometimes 3 

4.  Rarely 2 

5.  Never 1 

 

In this research, the researcher follows the formula:  

P =  
𝐹

𝑁
 x 100%   

Notation:  

P = Percentage of questionnaire    

F= Number of frequency   

N = Number of students           

 

C. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

This research is focused on finding factors affecting students’ low motivation for 

speaking. The result of the research can be seen in the following explanation. Internal 

factors were affected by fear of making mistakes, anxiety, and lack of confidence.  
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Table 

InternalFactor Affecting Students’ Low Motivation in Speaking 

 

No Factor  Aspects Frequency Percentages (%) 

1.  Internal fear of making mistakes 405 8.80% 

Anxiety 474 10.30% 

lack of confidence 610 13.26% 

Mean 496 

 

10.79 

 

Based on the data on the table, it can be stated that there were three aspects of 

internal factors affecting the low motivation for students to speak. The students feared 

making mistakes while they were speaking English. The mean percentage was 8.80%. In 

addition, they felt anxiety while they wanted to speak.  The mean percentage was 10.30%. 

Lack of confidence was also an aspect why they were low at speaking classroom.  The 

mean percentage was 13.26%.  

Table  

External Factor Affecting Students’ Low Motivation in Speaking 

No Factor affecting low motivation in 

speaking 

Aspects Frequency Percentages 

(%) 

1.  External Parents 245 5.52% 

Friends 345 7.5% 

Environment  349 7.58% 

Mean 313 6.87% 

Based on the data, lack of confidence mostly affected students low motivation in 

speaking in the classroom. For external factors, students with low motivation for 

speaking were affected by friends, parents, and the environment. 5.52% of the students 

didn’t want to speak since their friends laughed at them while they were speaking.  7.5% 

of students were affected by parents. They stated that when they were speaking English, 

their parents disturbed and laughed at them. The percentage was 5.52%. The 
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environment was also affecting students in speaking. The percentage was 7.58%. It can 

be seen on the following chart. 

 
Chart. External Factor in Affecting Low Students' Motivation in Speaking 

 

Based the two internal and external factors, internal factors mostly affected the 

students’ low motivation in speaking English. It can be seen on the following chart.  

 
Chart.Factor Mostly Affecting Low Students’ Motivation in Speaking  

 

The chart above proved that factor mostly affected low students' motivation in 

speaking was internal factor.  

Motivation is important to notice in that it can affect students’ reluctance to speak 

in English (Juhana, 2012: 103). In this sense, motivation is a key consideration in 

determining the preparedness of learners to communicate. In this research proved that 

there two main factors affecting students motivations in speaking. The results of data that 
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were taken from the questionnaire related to the factor affecting students' low 

motivation factors for speaking were divided into internal and external factors. For 

internal factors were affected by fear of making mistakes, anxiety, and lack of confidence. 

External factors were affected by friends, parents, and the environment.Fear of mistake 

becomes one of the main factors of students’ reluctance to speak in English in the 

classroom at State Senior High School Kota Solok.. The result of analysis proved that fear 

of being laughed at by other students or being criticized by the teacher. Anxiety is also 

one of factor affected the students didn.t want to speak. It is supported by Ansari (2015) 

that a fear to express oneself verbally which can be characterized by psychological signs, 

such as tension, sweating, irregular heartbeat. Thus, anxiety is uncomfortable feeling of 

anxious, nervous, worried, fearful, powerless, and tension apprehension in learning 

foreign language. 

Other factor affected the students low motivation in speaking is lack of confidence. 

Lack of confidence is mental and attitudinal obstacles that caused EFL learner getting 

difficult to speak or communicate either in first or foreign language and they feel 

incompetence about speaking. It is supported by Burton and Platts (2006) that confident 

is the ability to take appropriate and effective action in any situation.  

External factors were affected by friends, parents, and the environment. The 

finding proved that family conditions greatly affect student learning motivation to 

speak.The influence of peers is an extrinsic factor that greatly affects student learning 

motivation; if students get along with students who have a high interest in learning then 

these students will follow friends. 

D. CONCLUSION 

Based on the research finding and discussion in the previous chapter in this study, 

the researcher concluded that: first, there were three aspects of internal factors affecting 

the low motivation for students to speak they are making mistakes, anxiety and lack of 

confidence. The high percentage based on students’ questionnaire was lack of confidence. 

It can be concluded lack of confidence was most internal factor affecting students’ low 

motivation in speaking. Second, there were three aspects of external factors parents, 

friends and school environment. The high percentage based on students’ questionnaire 

was  environment It can be concluded that environment was most factor external  factor 

affecting students’ low motivation in speaking. between the two factor internal and 

external factor affecting students low motivation in speaking it show that internal factor 

lack of confident was the most affecting students low motivation in speaking. It implies 

that English teacher should create an interactive learning method to make students 

confident in learning speaking 
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